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Introduction:

Chapter 12 began with the exhortation to live our lives like we would run a marathon in steady determined way by faith.  Last week we  saw the exhortation to look at suffering and experience suffering in a different way.  Not as a burden we are forced to bear but as a means of discipline; training and strengthening ourselves spiritually, learning and correcting our thoughts and out lifestyle as we follow after Christ.
In verse 14 through 17 gives two exhortations concerning peace and holiness.

Heb 12:14-17: Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. NASB
WHAT IS PEACE?
What do you think of when you think of peace?  When we think of peace we usually think of tranquility, contentment, the general feeling of well-being we experience when everything is going smoothly, when things are the way we want them to be or expect them to be when there is no conflict going on.  
The word "peace" in English, pictures the absence of civil disturbance or hostilities primarily the absence of conflict or disagreement between people or groups of people or mental calmness or serenity, with a lack of anxiety.
In Scripture peace is used in those ways but it also has a deeper understanding.  I want to give Three ideas that come from the biblical word peace:
1. Reconciliation or Peace with God.   We cannot know genuine peace in any area of life until we are right with God and we cannot pursue peace with men without first being at peace with God.  Rom 5:1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, NASB
Eph 2:11-17 describes our condition before being reconciled to God:  Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. ESV 
Col 1:20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. NASB

Peace with God is characterized by three basic truths:


a.  It triumphs over Circumstances. 

Peace with and from God is a quiet, confident trust in the midst of turmoil and conflict. Isa 41:10 'Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.' NASB

Peace with God either calms the storms of life you are going through or it calms you as you encounter the storms.  Either like the disciples on the Sea of Galilee or like the psalmist in Ps 23.


Peace is the gift of God through Jesus Christ (2 Th 3:16).  It is a blessing (Ps 29:11).  It is perfect (Isa 26:3).  
It is inexpressible (Phil 4:7).  It is eternal (Isa 57:2; Heb 4:9)


b. Peace with God defies Understanding. 
Phil 4:4-7  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. NASB 


c. Peace with God is Always Available. (Jn 3:15-16; 1 Tim 1:17; Heb 9:12,13:5; Matt 28:20; Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 3:16)

Because God is an eternal God who ever lives and makes intercession and because He is with us always through the presence of His Holy Spirit and because our salvation is eternal our peace is also eternal and available.
2.  Biblical peace is involves inward submission of our mind and will to that of the Lord.  Phil 4:4-7. Rom 12:2  Submission is the key word, while biblical peace is a gift from God that is available it involves our intentionality.
3.  Biblical peace is pursuing peace with others.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO PURSUE PEACE WITH ALL MEN?
The word translated pursue is present active.  The CJB translates v. 14 Keep pursuing shalom with everyone and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. CJB  Something we must actively do with determination and intentionality.
To seek peace with people like us who have the same world view and who like us is a fairly easy task; but to seek peace with people who are different who think different look different and act diffident people who are sinful or immoral in conduct or people who don’t like us is not such an easy task and because we are told to seek after it we recognize may sometimes be impossible. 
Paul explained this to the Roman church in Rom 12:18-21 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. [but seeking peace goes further] 20 "But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. NASB
Heb 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 

NASB 

2 Cor 5:19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. NASB
My favorite saying we are to be salt and light in our world.  We are commanded to make disciples.  If we repay evil with evil chances are we will never have a audience to hear the gospel or see the gospel.  While it is the Holy Spirit’s work to draw people, God uses us as instruments of the Spirit to draw people to Christ.
We are to pursue peace with others so they might know the grace of God and experience peace with God themselves. 

The second part of this verse says in order to pursue peace with others we must also pursue sanctification or holiness in our own lives.  Our pursuit of peace with others  has limitations.  We’ll look at that verse when I get back in a few weeks.
The question this morning is do you first of all know peace with God in your own life and are you pursuing peace with others so they will hear and see that peace at work in your life?  
When you know that kind of peace, like Horatio Spafford in the face of trials you will be able to say it is well with my soul.
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